1
2

Lenham Parish Council

	
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LENHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THE

1st JULY, 2009, IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr. N. Godfrey, Chairman presiding 



Cllr. A. Barr, Vice-Chairman 


Cllrs. J. Bate, L. Davison,  R. Greenwood, Miss S. Goodwin, J. Nye, M. Osborne, 

I. Younger, Mrs. P. Sutton (Clerk) and Mr. R. Sutton (RFO)


B. Cllr. T. Sams.    C.Cllr. J. Whittle.

Cllr. C. Willis representing Harrietsham PC.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A resident queried what was happening regarding the request for a litter bin outside McColls.   If it was not possible to have a new bin could an ashtray bin be attached to the wall.   B. Cllr. Sams would follow up.

Roy Dayes, Chairman of Lenham Wanderers Football Club, enquired if it would be possible to install another infra-red light directed onto the changing rooms so that the PC’s CCTV could monitor the building.   Further advice would be sought for discussion at the next PC Meeting.
Mr. George drew attention to the new bridge at the railway station which he felt was not in keeping with the rural area.    He also suggested that landscaping be placed at the bottom of Robins Ave.     B. Cllr. Sams agreed to liaise with Mr. George.

The Youth Leader reported on the activities being run at the Youth Centre during the summer and queried if the Parish Council could help with funding.    She also mentioned a need for a Lollipop Lady outside the Primary School and C.Cllr. Whittle offered to investigate.
A member of the LYPC detailed the plans for the music festival to be held in September on Swadelands field, proceeds from the event would be given to charities.   The LYPC were trying to get Lenham Businesses interested and hoped for the support of the Parish Council.   The Chairman reminded Cllrs. that money was ring-fenced in the budget for the LYPC.  Advice was given on various aspects from those present and the PC would discuss this item later in the Meeting.
PCSO Mark Ibbott detailed the eight crimes, mostly from the rural area, reported since the last Meeting.   He informed Cllrs. that he was leaving at the end of July to begin his work as a Police Officer in Manchester.   The Chairman thanked him for all his work and wished him success in his new career.

The Community Warden reported the complaints received regarding highway problems in The Square and along Old Ashford Rd.   He also informed the Council of the ‘20 is Plenty’ scheme which was working in other areas.
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 8.00 p.m and introduced C.Cllr. Jenny Whittle who was attending her first Lenham PC Meeting.   He also welcomed Cllr. Cathy Willis from Harrietsham PC.


	09/33
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Council accepted the reason for apology for absence from Cllr. Crutcher and B. Cllr. D. Marshall.   Cllr. Richard’s apologies had been received following the Meeting.


	09/34
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Barr declared an interest in Item 5Ba relating to KIG and was not present during discussion.



	09/35
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 3rd June, 2009,were received and subject to the following amendments were signed as a correct record and it was RESOLVED that they be approved and adopted.
09/26 Offer from S.Water to help with Local Project   Amend ‘money would’ to read ‘money could.’

09/28 Churchyard Floodlighting  Delete first two sentences and insert ‘The work had been undertaken without the prior approval of the Parish Council therefore Cllrs …………………followed.’

The Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 15th June, 2009, were confirmed as a true record and it was RESOLVED that they be approved and adopted.



	09/36
    A

    B 

    C             
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 3rd  JUNE, 2009 MEETING
.
Update on Lenbus Project   (09/23A)   The Chairman reported that a further eight volunteers had passed the driver training and the service would start on the 23rd July.    Membership forms were available and details of the scheme would be published.
Speedwatch   (09/23B)    Cllr. Davison reported on the funding available from Lenham and Harrietsham.   He was arranging a meeting with all the volunteers before any money was spent on taking the project forward.
Youth Parish Council:  Music Festival  (09/25)     The Chairman referred to the discussion during Public Participation and said it was necessary for the Parish Council to agree that they were happy for the event to proceed.    Concerns were raised about various matters relating to the event, it being felt that it was a very large project to arrange in such a short time.    It was agreed that Cllrs. Younger and Osborne would liaise with the LYPC, Cllr. Younger would contact the Police for advice, the RFO would contact the Insurance Co. and Cllr. Osborne would look into the Events Licence.    Following a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Davison, seconded by Cllr. Godfrey and RESOLVED that the Parish Council agreed that the project should go forward subject to the LYPC gaining an Events Licence.   It was noted that Cllr. Barr was against the proposal.     


	09/37
	REPORTS OF COMMITTEES/SPOKESPERSONS


	     A
	Finance & General Purposes   The report of the Meeting held on the 17th June, 2009, was received and it was RESOLVED that the recommendations contained therein be approved and adopted.   The following was referred to:-

Donations    The Clerk had contacted the Christmas Lighting Committee who had informed her that this would be running again this year, although the entertainment would be cut back.

Cllr. Osborne had ascertained that Platts Heath School field was used during the year both for community events and after school use.

Constitution and Standing Orders    The Clerk detailed the minor amendments and would circulate copies to all Cllrs.


	     B
	Planning   Cllr. Osborne referred to the meetings held on the 17th and 29th June, 2009, copies of which had been circulated to all Cllrs.   The following was referred to:-

Meeting to discuss Gypsy Sites in the Parish    The Clerk would arrange a meeting with B.Cllr. Greer.
KIG     Cllr. Goodwin reported on the Joint Parishes Meeting held on the 17th June and also updated Cllrs. on the public inquiry pre-meeting.   The Planning Inspector had made it clear that there should be no repetition at the hearing.  All S.106 matters needed to be looked at and agreed prior to the Inquiry.


	     C
	Parish Plan Steering Group   Cllr. Barr reported the following:-

Business Assn.   This was continuing to thrive.   A further meeting was arranged for next week.

BBQ   Due to the pressure from other projects it had been decided that this would not take place this year.    It was felt that because of the amount of work involved there should be a Committee formed to deal with just the BBQ.

Website   Cllr. Davison reported that the Parish Plan was now on the website.   He also reported that a Message Centre had been set up to enable Parishioners to comment on various items and an item had been placed about the A20 speed review.



	     D
	Highways & Transport   Cllr. Davison reported the following:-
Highway Committee   He had set up an online list of completed and outstanding works that LPC had put to KHS.   The spreadsheet was accessible to all Members of the Committee.   Each job was colour coded so members could see the stage reached and amend the document.   He would send a list of all outstanding works to C.Cllr. Whittle.

Speed Review    Cllr. Davison reported that the PC had been asked to comment on the recent review undertaken by Jacobs UK Eng. on behalf of KHS.   He noted there were no proposals for a reduced speed limit on the A20 between the Ham Lane junction and Old Ashford Road junction which the PC felt would reduce accidents.   Parish Councils’ comments were requested by the 3rd August.   B. Cllr. Sams thanked Cllr. Davison for his co-operation in getting this onto the website and said he was in the process of arranging a petition for Harrietsham and Lenham.


	     E
	Law & Order    A copy of the Chairman’s report of the meeting with Insp. Sandwell had been circulated to all Cllrs.   He also informed Cllrs. that the next Police/Parishes Forum would be held on 3rd July at Headcorn, unfortunately he was unable to attend.


	     F
	Environment   Cllr. Greenwood reported:-
Churchyard Garden of Remembrance   The PCC had forwarded to the PC a copy of a letter requesting permission to place a small memorial stone in remembrance of two families whose ashes are buried there.   It was agreed that the Clerk reply that the PC would need to make further investigations.
Churchyard Community Work   He had discussed some tree work with Mr. Ault and been given a quotation of approx. £320/350.     It was agreed that the quotation be accepted and clarification sought on whether planning permission was required.  He had also discussed with Mr. Waring the removal of weeds from the asphalt path and would obtain a quote for this work.
Repair of large tomb in Churchyard   He was awaiting a further quote and this would be discussed at the next meeting.

Churchyard Floodlights   There were problems with the time clock and Cllr. Osborne undertook to inspect.
Pilgrims Way   A meeting attended by Cllrs. Greenwood, Godfrey, B. Cllr. Sams, C.Cllr. Whittle and local residents had discussed the problems.   A further meeting with KCC and the Pilgrims Way Warden had now been arranged for the 28th July to discuss ongoing concerns.

Recycling Site   Cllr Goodwin reported various problems at the Texaco site and was awaiting information from MBC.   She would contact Morrisons and query if the funding to be donated for this project could be used for another purpose.


	09/38
    
	REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE MEETINGS

Harrietsham PC     Cllr. Barr had attended and detailed various items discussed.


	09/39
	BMX PARK:  RENEWAL OF PANEL
The Chairman reminded Cllrs. that following a H&S inspection earlier in the year this work had been left until the summer.   It was RESOLVED that he obtain a quotation.


	09/40
	KALC/KENT RURAL

Receipt reported of Parish News No. 340


	09/41


	ACCOUNTS

Cheques for consideration & payment
EDF



Lock-Up standing charge


  £29.99

EDF



Pop-up-Power Dec-June


  £61.41

Citizens Advice Bureau

June Outreach session



  £50.00

Natwest Bank


Bank charges March to May


    £6.00

Salaries and expenses detailed as Appendix A and filed with the signed copy of these Minutes.

Amounts paid into Acct.
Natwest Bank


Liquidity Deposit Interest to 29th May

    £3.75 

MBC



Concurrent Functions 1st Instalment
            £9580.00

HM Revenue & Customs
Reward for submitting 2008/9 return on line
   £75.00

L.W. Football Club

Annual rent for Pitt Field



     £5.00

COMMUNITY CENTRE


Natwest


Bank charge March to May


    £6.00

It was RESOLVED that the accounts be approved and the cheques signed.

Report of the External Auditor  The External Auditor’s Certificate and Report had been received stating  the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirement had not been met.   The required notice had been placed on the Board.


	09/42

   A

   B

   C

   D

   E


	CORRESPONDENCE

CPRE:  Notice of AGM and Membership renewal   Information on the AGM was given and Cllrs. agreed that the PC should continue membership of the CPRE.
Focus Magazine    The Editor had contacted the Chairman regarding the following:-

LPC Stall at Market    It was agreed that a rota for Cllrs to attend the Market be prepared.

Museum Project for the Lock-Up  Cllr. Greenwood would speak to the Editor. 

Parking problems at the Medical Centre   The Clerk to write to the Practice Manager.
Link with PC website   Agreed that the PC website could be advertised.
Safer Kent Awards 2009  The Chairman gave details and it was agreed that the Community Warden be put forward for an award.
Kent Downs AONB Countryside Day 31st July, 2009    Details passed to Cllr. Greenwood.
Dropped Kerbs    The Chairman reported receipt of a letter from a resident of Honywood Rd. requesting a dropped kerb be placed at the end of Honywood Rd. as the present one in Ham Lane was in a dangerous location.   The Chairman and B. Cllr. Sams had previously looked at other sites and this had been taken up again with the C.Cllr.

The meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.







